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Resource Two

Overview

Topic

GCSE Modules

Objectives

Instructions

Context

The Relationship between Word and Image

Shakespeare — Macbeth

By the end of this resource you will have:

v' Been introduced to a different approach to adaptation
through the graphic novel form and to consider the
relationship between word and image.

v Developed insights into the function of visual and textual
elements.

v' An understanding of the process of adaptation and how
our reading and interpretation are formed through active
engagement.

v' Built analytical skills of both text and image, as well as with
formulating clear and coherent arguments through critical
evaluation and comparison.

1. Read the data source
2. Complete the activities
3. Explore the further reading

The data source is taken from Macbeth — The Graphic Novel
(Classical Comics, 2008).

Macbeth is a play written by William Shakespeare and was
first performed in 1606. Set in Scotland and centring around
the character of Macbeth and his ambitions, it is described
as a tragedy.

The extract opens with the first scene of the play and
continues with the third scene to follow the first encounter
with the three witches and Macbeth'’s meeting with them,
which sets up the events of the play.
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Act One

50 HOW FAR
FOUL AND FA/R ==\ ST CALLD TO
A DAY T HAVE NOT / \ §
SEEN. .

ARE THESE, 50

WITHER'D AND 50 WILD IN >
THEIR ATTIRE, THAT LOOA NOT
LIKE THINHABITANTS O’ THE
EARTH, AND YET ARE
ON'TZ

AlLL HAIL,
MACBETH! HAIL TO

LIVE : ' Y 7
£ S ALL HAIL,
YOUZ OR ARE YOU _ ; L ETH/
ALGHT THAT MAN MAY __ ’ o~ M,%BE ,,;AZ’;’LOZO

QUEST/IONZ YOU SEEM TO
UNDERSTAND ME, BY EACH AT
ONCE HER CHOPPY FINGER LAYING
UPON HER SKINNY LIPS: —- YOU V.t A\ AlL
SHOULD BE WOMEN, AND YET K) 2 HAIL, MACBETH! THAT
YOUR BEARDS FORBID ME TO y SHALT BE KING
INTERPRET THAT YOL v HEREAFTER.
RE 50. >

NAME OF TRUTH, ARE YE
FANTAST/CAL, OR THAT INDEED
WHICH OUTWARDLY YE S#OWZ MY
NOBLE PARTNER YOU GREET WITH
PRESENT GRACE, AND GREAT
< - S ; PREDICTION OF NOBLE HAVING, AND
1 = GOOD 5IR, WHY / / OF ROYAL HOPE, THAT HE SEEMS
DO YOU START: AND = g 1 RAPT WITHAL: TO ME YOU

SEEM TO FEAR THINGS a2 SPEAK NOT.
THAT DO SOUND 50
FAIRZ
Z W% 2
© '

YOU CAN LOOK INTO
THE SEEDS OF TIME,
AND SAY WHICH GRAIN WILL
GROW, AND WHICH WILL NOT,
SPEAK THEN TO ME, WHO
NEITHER BEG, NOR FEAR,
YOUR FAVOLIRS NOR
YOLIR HATE.

HAILZ

\\!»_\““2%9 -




MACBETH, AND
GREATER. __«

SPEAKERS, TELL

THE
EARTH HATH
BUBBLES, AS THE
WATER HAS, AND
\ THESE ARE OF THEM.
—- WHITHER ARE
THEY VANISH'DZ

WERE SUCH
THINGS HERE, AS WE DO
SPEAK ABOLIT, OR HAVE WE
EATEN ON THE /INSANE
ROOT, THAT TAKES THE
REASON PRISONER?Z

THOU SHALT
GET KINGS, THOUGH
THOU BE NONE:

ALL HAIL,
MACBETH AND
BANQUO!

STAY, You

IMPERFECT BY

SINELS DEATH I

KNOW, T AM THANE OF

GLAMI/S; BUT HOW OF
CAWODORZ THE THANE OF
CAWDOR L/VES, A PROSPEROUS

GENTLEMAN; AND TO BE AING
S5TANDS NOT WITHIN THE
PROSPECT OF BELIEF, NO
MORE THAN TO BE
CAWDOR.

ME MORE.

SAY

FROM WHENCE YoUu

OWE THIS STRANGE
INTELLIGENCE?Z OR WHY

UPON THIS BLASTED HEATH
YOU STOP OLIR WAY WITH
SUCH PROPHETIC
GREETING?Z

INTO THE A/R;

AND WHAT SEEMD
CORPORAL, MELTED |
AS BREATH INTO THE
WIND. —- ‘WOLLD THEY,

HAD STAY'D/

CHILDREN SHALL
BE AINGS!




Resource Two
Activities

Activities 1. Go over the graphic novel sequence again, before writing
a brief response to the following questions:

a) What information is being given on the different
pages? How is it being told? For example, what do
we learn about the story and the characters.

b) How does your process of reading the comic book
differ from your reading of the play (or a novel)?
Consider how word and images interact. For
example, through the positioning of the panels,
their sizing and the writing within them.

2. Inview of the additional images below depicting the
different versions of graphic novel adaptations, make a
case for the following: Why you would want to use a
graphic novel instead of the original play in class?

v"Include which version you would choose and
explain why.

v' Consider how it changes your approach to
Shakespeare's work, but also what the negative
side of using graphic novel adaptations is.

Plain Text Reviclk Text




Resource Two
Further Reading

Explore 1. William Shakespeare, Macbeth

2. Macbeth (Manga Classics, 2018), William Shakespeare,
Julien Choy and Crystal S. Chan

Independent 3. Marion Perret, ‘Not Just Condensation: How Comic Books
research Interpret Shakespeare’ (2004)

4. Scott, McCloud Understanding Comics (1994)

5. Stephen E. Tabachnick, ed. The Cambridge Companion
to the Graphic Novel (2017)

6. Liom Burke, The Comic Book Film Adaptation: Exploring
Modern Hollywood's Leading Genre (2015)

Adaptations to watch:

1. Macbeth (2015), dir. Justin Kurzel, starring Michael
Fassbender and Marion Cotillard

2. Throne of Blood (1957), dir. Akira Kurosawa, starring Toshiro
Mifune
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