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A sap sucking insect and a fungal disease could form the basis for 
a highly effective and environmentally friendly way to control an 
invasive plant known as Japanese knotweed, according to a new 
study. Funded and managed by a variety of different organisations, 
including Defra, Welsh Assembly Government, South West 
Regional Development Agency, the Environment Agency, Network 
Rail, CABI Bioscience UK and British Waterways, the study 
investigated the potential for using a safe and sustainable natural 
pest or pathogen to debilitate knotweed and lessen the current 
environmental and economic problems associated with it.



Japanese knotweed (Reynoutria japonica) is a large, vigorous weed 
that is native to Japan, Taiwan and China. It was introduced into 
the UK in the early 19th century as an ornamental plant, but is now 
abundant in the wild. It is regarded as a pest in many parts of the 
country because of its quick growth, which allows it to dominate 
habitats and exclude other plants. In Japan, the plant is held in 
check by natural enemies, but these enemies are not naturally 
found in the UK.













https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oYcl0xxU5_s



