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To get into the best universities, you must demonstrate that
you are intellectually curious, and will make the most of the
wonderful academic opportunities available to you.

One of the best ways of demonstrating this, is by going
above and beyond what is taught in school and studying
something that is not on the curriculum.

This resource will give you exactly such an opportunity. You
will have something interesting to write about in your
application to university, something interesting to talk about
in o university interview, and open whole new areas of study
you might be interested in!

You will develop valuable academic skills as you go, that we
have marked out with gold badges (see the next page on
university skills). As you work through the resource you can
look out for these badges so that you can explain which skills
you have developed and what you did to demonstrate them.
Developing these skills will help you get university ready!

If you have any questions while you are using the resources in
this pack, you can contact your teacher or email us directly
at schools@access-ed.ngo.

Good luck with your journey to higher education!



mailto:schools@access-ed.ngo
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To complete this resource, you will have to demonstrate
impressive academic skills. When universities are looking for
new students, they will want young people who can study
independently and go above and beyond the curriculum. All
of these skills that you will see here will demonstrate your
abilities as a university student — while you're still at school!

Every time you have to look something up, or write up a
reference you are showing that you can work independently.
Every time that you complete a challenging problem or write
an answer to a difficult question, you might demonstrate
your ability to think logically or build an argument. Every time
that you evaluate the sources or data that you are
presented with, you are showing that you can "dive deep”
into an unfamiliar topic and learn from it.

Here are the skills that you will develop in this course:

your ability to work on your own and find answers online or in
other books

your ability to create something original and express your ideas
your ability to apply what you know to new problems

your ability to logically express yourself

your ability to refer to sources that back up your opinions/ ideas

your ability to refer to what others have said in your answer,
and credit them for their ideas

your ability to go above and beyond the school curriculum to
new areas of knowledge

your ability to evaluate sources (e.g. for bias, origin, purpose)
your ability to discuss the implications of what the numbers show

your ability to engage with what you are reading by highlighting
and annotating
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The Research-Based Curriculum aims to support student
attainment and university progression by providing
classroom resources about cutting-edge research at local
universities. The resources are designed to:

V promote intellectual curiosity through exposure to
academic research

V stretch and challenge students to think deeply about
content that may be beyond the confines of the
curriculum

V develop core academic skills, including critical thinking,
metacognition, and written and verlbal communication

V inform students about how subjects are studied at
university, and provide information, advice and guidance
on pursuing subjects at undergraduate level

The programme represents a unigue collaboration between
universities and schools. Trained by Accesskd, PhD
Researchers use their subject expertise to create rich
resources that help bring new discoveries and debates to
students.

The Research-Based Curriculum offers ten modules suitable
for either K84 or KS5 study. The modules span a range of
disciplines, including EBacc and A-level subjects, as well as
degree subjects like biochemistry. Each module includes six
hours of teaching content, supported by student packs,
teacher notes and slides. All modules are available online
and free of charge for teachers at select schools.

Resources are designed to be used flexibly by teachers. The
resources can be completed by students individually or in
groups, in or out of the classroom.



Here are five examples of delivery options:

Extra-Curricular Subject  The resources can be completed in small groups (4-8 pupils)
Enrichment Clubs  gcross a series of weekly lunch clubs or after-school clubs.
Groups can reflect on their learning by presenting a talk or
poster on the subject matter at the end of the course.

University Access The resources can be used by students to explore subjects

Workshops  that they are interested in studying at university. This can
inform their decision making with regards to university degree
courses, and allow students to write more effective personal
statements by including reflections on the Research-Based

Curriculum.

Research Challenge  The resources can be used to ignite curiosity in new topics
and encourage independent research. Schools could hold a
research challenge across a class or year group to submit a
piece of work based on the resources. Pupils could submit
individually or in small groups, with a final celebration event.

Summer Project Resource packs can function as 'transition’ projects over the
summer, serving as an introduction to the next level of study
between KS3 and KS4, or KS4 and KS5. Students could
present their reflections on the experience in a journal.

Evidence  The Research-Based Curricula programme builds on the
University Learning in Schools programme (ULIS), which was
successfully delivered and evaluated through the London
Schools Excellence Fund in 2015. The project was designed in
a collaboration between Achievement for All and The Brilliont
Club, the latter of which is the sister organisation of
Accesskd. ULIS resulted in the design and dissemination of 15
schemes of work based on PhD research for teachers and
pupils at Key Stage 3. The project was evaluated by LKMCo.
Overall, pupils made higher than expected progress and felt
more engaged with the subject content. The full evaluation
can be found here: ULIS Evaluation.

Questions?  For more information contact hello@access-ed.ngo


https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/achievement_for_all_university_learning_in_schools_ulis_final_report.pdf

The topics within this
pack will include:

Plant pathogens and
pests

How plants respond to
attack

Plant tissues and their
function

Plant defences
Protecting plants

Methods to assess how
well pesticides work
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A quarter of crop loss in the world is due to damage caused
by plant pests. Pests are defined as any organism on or in a
plant which is unwanted and causes decrease in either
quality, guantity or both. We need to solve these problems
especially in the light of a growing human population across
the world.

One of the ways in which scientists have tried to protect crop
plants in the last 70 years has been by using agrochemicals:
chemicals used in the farming industry which are intended to
either kill the insect, fungus, bacteria or virus causing the
disease or eating the crop.

Farmers have two choices in the ways that they apply
chemicals and both have positive and negatives. 1. Applying
chemicals to the soil so that the plant can take them up into
the root system and around the circulatory system of the
plant. 2. Spraying the plant leaves or fruit itself to keep the
chemical on the surface, or to try and get the chemical
through the surface and into the plant system to give it
better overall defence.

Chemicals applied to the soil are non-targeted and rely on
the roots taking up the chemical. Another problem with this
approach is that the chemicals may harm soil organisms, and
potentially run into the groundwater system and into streams
and rivers domaging aguatic organisms.

Spraying chemicals directly onto leaves is more targeted, but
the spray droplets might evaporate or may run off with
rainfall and enter the soil. Farmers also need to consider the
number of days before the crop will be harvested, because if
the plant has not broken down these chemicals they may
enter the food chain and be damaging to human health.

| am interested in how droplets behave on the leaf surface.
What happens next? Does the droplet evaporate or does
the leaf take in the chemical by absorption? If so, how much
of the applied chemical does it take in? Does this depend on
the type of chemical you are using?
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Where does it go inside the plant and how does it work to
reduce or kill the target organisms?

My research concerns using biologically derived additives
with chemicals which help them stick to, stay on, or goin the
leaf so there is less waste and less chemical loss to
environment. Use of these additives, called adjuvants, mean
that less water is needed and chemicals are better able to
work or get to where they need to be.

| am interested in using these additives with chemicals but |
also believe in the idea that for the environment'’s sake we
should bbe moving away from using chemicals in farming all
together. People want to buy more organic food now and
there are increasing social worries that chemicals stay inside
the plant, move into different organisms in the food chain
and cause health problems in humans.

The final stages of the project will look at how we can use
helpful bacteria/fungi to populate our leaf which aid in
stopping the damaging or pathogenic bacteria/fungi from
increasing in population and destroying the plant. The idea
of out-competing or using organisms that may secrete
chemicals that may kill the other kind of organism is a safer
way of defending our crops.

Researchers in Plant biology want to understand these
micro-organisms so that we can make sure they do the job in
plant protection as best they can. We need to think of ways
to help stop them drying out or getting lost in the
environment or being killed by UV from sunlight. Therefore we
need to research natural additives which may help a micro-
organism stay wet for longer, not dry out and allow it to pass
into the leaf quicker so it is no longer exposed to the harsh
environment, such as direct sunlight. By testing natural
additives we can try to move away from using chemicals in
farming and aim to have success just by using organic
methods.



Biology is the study of living organisms, varying from the very
small - micro-organisms, such as bacteria and fungi - up to
the very large - animals and plant kingdoms. It encompasses
a wide range of topics such as the health of humans and
animals (medicine and veterinary medicine), to the study of
plants and their development and diseases (important for
food and the farming industry).

Studying Biology at university gives you the opportunity to
experience a good overview of all different organisms, how
they live, move, breathe, how they fight off (or cause)
diseases, how they have evolved and become adapted to
do certain jobs. You then have the option in your second year
to choose if you want to focus more specifically on one area
and become more of an expert in whichever area you are
most interested in.

If you are interested in being a doctor or solving life-
threatening diseases like cancer or diabetes you might
decide to focus on human biology. If you are interested in
how the smallest cells on Earth came to be here, how we
might use them in medicine or food, or how we can kill them,
then Microbiology would suit you well. If you are interested in
how plants grow, how we might stop diseases and how we
might improve crops to grow in places they normally wouldn't
and how we might produce enough healthy crops to feed
the world, Plant Biology is for you!

Plants are interesting because they are stuck in one place
and have to survive despite changes in temperature, from
frost to extreme heat. In hot countries they are bombarded
with very high levels of light beaming on them throughout the
day and often have to try and grow in soils lacking in water
and nutrients. Plants have to try to come up with ways to
stop insects and herbivorous animals from eating them, and
all of the bacteria and fungi which want to live on them or in
them. They have to tell the difference between day and night
to be able to photosynthesise and they have an important
role of supplying the world with enough oxygen to breathe.
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And of course as producers, they synthesise the
carbohydrates, vitamins and minerals for the health of the
food chain.

With climate change creating more extreme climates and
more diseases targeting crops, we need to learn as much as
we can about plant biology to be able to predict how we
can get more quantity and quality food from the crops we
grow. This is where a degree in Biology with a specialism in
plant biology can really help to improve farming around the
world so that we can grow as much food as possible to
support the nearly 8 billion people on planet Earth.

Scientists in space have even been successfully able to grow
plants in spaceships to support the astronauts who work up
there and if humans ever manage to live on other planets,
scientists will need to understand plants enough to be able
to try and grow plants in an environment with no soil, no
water, no atmosphere and no gravity. This is an interesting
branch of plant science research which is beginning now and
will continue into the future!

| hope that from studying these six resources on plant
bioclogy will open you up to the world and experiences of @
plant and to think about whether a career in plant research
might be interesting for you. The pack includes the types of
diseases and organisms that cause them, the problem that
feeding organisms cause to a plant, the structure of plant
cells, tissues and how transport in plants works. We will then
move to look at how we might use chemicals and helpful
organisms to fight off diseases in plants and how research
today is moving towards trying to use these chemicals,
finding out how they move into plants, how quickly and
where they go once inside the plant.



Meet the PhD Researcher
Kellie Smith

| studied Biology, Geography, English Language and
Psychology for my A levels and chose these because they
were the subjects | enjoyed the most and they were the ones
| thought | was the best at. When | finished my A levels in
2009, | then went to visit the University of Leeds, which was

the closest city to where | grew up and at this point | still
hadn’t decided whether | wanted to do Psychology or
Biology.

After comparing the different courses and thinking about
what type of job | could see myself doing, | decided on @
degree in Biological sciences, which is a branch of Biology
which focuses more on cells, molecules and the genetics of
living organisms. It also allowed me the option to specialise in
a particular topic and | chose plant biology.

During my degree | applied for some extra funding which |
had to attend an interview in Cambridge for. | was lucky
enough to perform well at the interview and get the extra
money. | used this money to work at the John Innes Centre,
which is the best funded plant research institute in U.K. This
allowed me to get excited about doing research into plants.

A-Level Subjects  Biology, Geography, Psychology, English Language
Undergraduate  Biological sciences

Postgraduate  Masters by Research: Plant and crop science
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unwanted animals or insects which eat plants and cause
damage.
bacteria, fungi, nematodes or viruses which cause disease in
Pathogens
plants.
Plant in which a pathogen or pest is damage or disease.

Narrow/broad host Ability to cause damage to one or a few/many different plant
range types.

Spores Fungal dispersal structure.

: Movement of a disease-causing organism from an affected plant
Dispersal
to a non-affected plant.
Stylet The needle-like aphid feeding mouthpart.

The conversion of CO2 and water to carbohydrate and H2O using

FIBESINEES sunlight by plants/algae.

lens pointing at the object on a microscope. Normally found x20,
x40, x100.

Organelle s : : :
sub-compartment within a cell carrying out a particular function.
Chlorophyli Molecule which absorbs red and blue light and reflects green light.
“ fixed in place, unable to move.

Penetration peg The fungal structure which is first to enter into a plant host.

Objective lens
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A cell makes a molecule and exports it out of the cell.
Proteins which are membrane-bound and recognise chemical
Receptors - )
signals from outside the cell.
Attempts from the host to fight off or provide resistance to a
Immune system .
disease.
Discoloration of plants as they die.

Hlelelfelnnl=e i efelseiist . When a plant dies in a controlled manner.

Toxic molecules Molecules that cause death to an organism.

Collections of cells with a common function.
Collections of tissue types to make an organ with a
specialised function.

Specialised cells Cells which are adapted to a specific function.

The pull of water from the roots up the stem to the leaves via the
xylem.

Transpiration stream

A swollen part of the root which stores energy.

The ability of a plant to be defenceless or to not have the correct
Susceptibility defences to fight off a pest/pathogen. You may see symptoms in
a susceptible plant.
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A high level of defence statergylies) in a plant which makes o
pest/pathogen not able to damage it.

Glandular Cell(s) which can secrete chemicals.
Copying or resembling a feature of another organism.

Semi-permeable Allows some molecules to pass such as water via osmosis, whilst
membrane restricting other molecules due to their nature or size.

Resistance (plant)

Modifying a farming practice to help plant health. (Use of
chemicals or biological control)

e A commodity crop is not eaten but produced as it is useful for or
Commodities
demanded by humans.

A chemical used (sprayed) in agriculture, normally pesticides or
fertilisers.

Plant protection

Agrochemical sprays

Do better in a competing successful. Plants compete for light,
space, water, nutrients.

L A substance used to deter or kill organisms which act as plant
Pesticides —

A substance added to an agrochemical spray to help it better
reach its target/work better.

Outcompete

Adjuvants

Resistance (Insect) Ability to avoid being effected/killed by something.

Movement of water molecules and dissolved molecules through a
semi-permeable membrane.

Organic farming Use of farming techniques without adding any chemicals.
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Use of live organisms to control/kill a plant pest. Predator/prey
relationships or micro-organisms.

Biological control

Pathogenic bacteria / Bacteria or Fungi that cause disease to the plant are called
fungi pathogenic.

Live microorganisms which can be sprayed as o treatment

Biopesticides against plant pests.

Water hating, or oil loving. Repels water molecules and is

Hydrophobic attracted to oils and lipid molecules.

Water loving, or oil hating. Attracts to water molecules and is
repelled by oils and lipids.

Hydrophilic

A molecule which absorbs one wavelength and reflects another

Fluorescent molecule )
to give a colour.




Resource One (\RBC )
Overview

Topic  Plant pathogens and pests

GCSE Modules  Detection and identification of plant diseases, fungal
diseases.

Objectives  After completing this resource, you should be able to:
V describe pests that target plants
V describe symptoms and causes of plant disease.
V explain think about how diseases might spread.

V explain how pests are adapted to cause disease.

Instructions 1. Read the data source
2. Complete the activities
3. Explore the further reading




Resource One
Data Source

Section A

Powdery mildew

Figure 1

Powdery mildew

Powdery mildew is a pathogen which targets many crop
plants and causes disease in salad crops like cucumbers and
tomatoes, fruits such as grapes, cereal crops such as wheat
and barley and crops high in protein such as beans, peas.
Powdery mildew has a wide range of host plants because it
can live on crops from multiple plant families. The disease is
caused by a fungus which is spread by wind and settles on
plant surfaces as a dusty, white coverage over leaves, fruit
and seeds.

As a fungus, powdery mildew typically reproduce by making
a dispersal structure called spores. Fungal spores are
dispersed via wind or insects/bird feet and spores can
survive over winter in soil. Over-wintering fungal spores can
germinate the following year, normally in spring, when the
temperature warms up (above 12 C) and in humid conditions
when there is moisture in the air. When spores germinate in
soil, any plants which may be planted here can become
diseased during that season. Fungus on infected crops which
are touching healthy crops can easily be transferred to the
new host to spread the disease further. Nearby crops can
also quickly be affected as wind carries the fungal spores
from one host plant to another.

Plant growth is affected as there is less surface area of
leaves available to capture sunlight for photosynthesis. Fruit
and seeds covered in powdery mildew start to degenerate
and turn yellow through to brown as they die off and lose
their nutritional value. 40% of cereal from cereal crops is lost
due to powdery mildew attack and is no longer edible or
profitable for farmers to sell at market.

: POWDERY MILDEW




Resource One
Data Source

Section B

Aphids

Figure 2
Aphids

Aphids are insect pests, which feed on the sugary
components of a plant. They have a mouthpiece called a
stylet, which is used to stab into the plant tissue to access
the sugar made by photosynthesis. Aphids can stab into the
leaf to get at the veins in the leaf carrying sugary sap, or
they can stab into the stem itself to tap into the phloem, the
plant sugar transport system between roots and leaves. They
are sucking insects, which cause domage by this feeding
habit and suck out nutrients from the plant.

Different species of aphid attack different plants, some
attack only one type of plant and therefore have a narrow
host range but many have a broad host range, which means
they can attack many different plant families including fruit
trees, cabbage family crops like Brussel sprouts and broccali,
lettuce, pepper, onion, and many others. Unfortunately, this
means that if different plants are grown close together,
aphids can move between them and attack several plant
families and become a real problem for farmers, which is the
reason why we call them pests.

Aphids can be green, pink, white, grey or black and may be
camouflaged so that they cannot be seen on their host; they
also hide under leaves and in curled parts of the plant, hiding
inside fruits, leaves or stems. Some aphids have wings and

are very small and light so they can be blown around by the
wind easily and can travel long distances to reach new
target crops. They also detect the colours yellow and green
to be able to recognise when they are landing on a potential
plant.




They reproduce very quickly and build up large populations,
which become difficult to control without damaging the crop
itself. They cause damage due to the stabbing of their stylets
but they are also major carriers of diseases such as viruses,
which, during feeding, are directly introduced into the plant's
circulatory system, and can quickly lead to plant death.
During feeding, aphids secrete a honeydew on the plant
surface, which looks similar to mould and may attract other
pests such as ants. Plants, which have been attacked by
aphids, produce lower quality food, which may lock
damaged and mouldy. Ladybirds are above aphids in the
food chain so increasing habitats for ladybirds in the growing
area could be a possible way to control aphid populations.



Resource One
Activities

Activities  Below is a picture of powdery mildew producing spores.

1. Draw some of the fruit and vegetables around it that are
susceptible to powdery mildew. One has been done for
you.

2. True or false.

Powdery mildew:

a. Spreads by spores -

b. Are carrier of viruses -

c. Attack only cucumber plants -

d. Lives inside the plant -

e. Effect the plant’s ability to do photosynthesis -

Aphids:

f. Are carried to different plants by water in the soil -

g. Live inside the plant -

h. Are a problem all over the world -

i. Effect the plant’s ability to do photosynthesis -

j. Introduce other pests to the damaged plant -



Activities
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3. What adaptations do aphids have that make them a
successful plant pest? Think about what features they have
to be able to recognise plants, cause damage to plants,
spread to new plants and to enable themselves to survive.

4. Below is a diagram of the powdery mildew infection
process. The images and times are in the wrong order. See if
you arrange them to make an accurate story board of the

infection.

¥

SpOres

i

nutrients

<72hours 24hours

s BE

spores

plant cells

Adhours 72hours

5. Describe what is happening in your storyboard at each
time point. You might want to think about what the fungus is
doing and what its effects are on its plant host. Include why
you think that fungi make spores.



Explore  Further reading:
A introduction to controlling plant pests.
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zsf82hv/revision/4
A more information on the Biology of aphids and killing them.
http://www.biology-resources.com/aphid-01.ntml

A Black rose spot, a different type of fungal pathogen, and
how to kill it.

https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=270

A Mealy bugs — another type of sucking insect which effects
plants.

https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?PID=201

A information about tobacco mosaic virus, a type of virus
which causes disease in plants.

https://www.bspp.org.uk/downloads/education/BSPP_TMV _
Info.pdf

A video about xanthomonas, a devastating bacteria which
is destroying bananas in Africa.

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?g=xanthomonas+in+b
anana&&view=detail&mid=4B3E47ABAB6D476704FBAB3ELTA
BAB6D476704FB&EFORM=VDRVRY



Resource Two ﬁ\RBC j
Overview

Topic  How plants respond to attack

GCSE Modules  Eukaryotes and prokaryotes, plant and animal cells, microscopy

Objectives  After completing this resource, you should be able to:
V Recognize plant cells under a microscope

V Recall the organelles that make up a plant cell and what
functions they have.

V Explain how pests and pathogens attack a plant host and
how a plant cell generates an immune response

Instructions 1. Read the data source
2. Complete the activities
3. Explore the further reading




Resource Two
Data Source

Section A

Plant cells

Figure 3

Plant cells

Plants are made up or plant cells. Figure 3 shows leaf cells
packed together as seen under a microscope. The cells have
fixed shapes and are packed together in lines (called files)
which tessellate without overlap. This is quite different to
animal cells which are free to move around and vary in their
shapes and positions. If you look at the surface of a leaf with
a school microscope, you would see the outline of plan cells,
marked out by the cell wall, but you would struggle to see
finer detail. Plants are eukaryotic organisms because their
cells contain a nucleus and they also have organelles which
carry out particular jobs. To be able to see the nucleus and
organelles you would need to use a higher objective lens or a

more powerful microscope.

Figure 4 shows the leaf cells using a higher objective lens. The
most obvious organelle visible is the spherical green
chloroplasts (CH). Chloroplasts are gren because they
contain chlorophyll which absorb red and blue light but
reflect green light. Chloroplasts carry out photosynthesis in
the plant and are therefore not found in animal cells. The cell
walls (CW) are also not found in animal cells and mark out
the edges of the plant cells. The cell wall is made of tough



Resource Two
Data Source

Figure 4

Plant cells in detail

Section C

Plant cells and disease

cellulose which gives the cells their rigid shapes and allow the
cells to contain a high amount of water without bursting.
Similar to animal cells, plant cells have a nucleus containing
DNA, a cell membrane (CM) to control what enters and
leaves the cell, mitochondria to respire, the cytoplasm (CYT)
where chemical reactions happen and ribosomes and
endoplasmic reticulum which make proteins and fats. Unlike
animal cells, plants contain a vacuole (VAC) which is a large
central storage compartment separate to the cytoplasm.

When micro-organisms like the fungus, powdery mildew land
on plant cells and penetrate into them they have to pass
through barriers including the cell wall and cell membrane.
When an aphid uses its stylet to pierce and feed inside cells,
it also penetrates through the cell wall and causes cell
damage. The cell wall acts as a physical barrier which
protects the plant but the penetration peg structure of the
fungus or the stylet mouthpart of an aphid can get through
some types of plant cells. To get through the cell wall and
cell membrane the pest or pathogen wounds the plant cells
and leaves them open to other diseases/infections in the
same way as in human open skin cuts.



Disedase causing organisms can secrete enzymes such as
cellulase to breakdown and damage the cellulose plant cell
walll. Some organisms can secrete proteins which attach to
receptors in the plant cell membrane and trick the plant into
letting them inside the cell and then either cause further cell
damage or activate the plant cell immune system.

Proteins in the plant cell membrane and cytoplasm can
detect when its cell wall has been damaged and plant cells
may make more carbohydrates to try rebuild the wounded
cell wall. The nucleus of the plant cell can respond quickly by
transcribing new genes which are then translated into active
proteins to try to fight off the attack. Plant cells may also
make and secrete hormones to signal to other cells about
the attack, or the cells under attack may make enzymes or
release toxic molecules from the vacuole to try to kill the
attacking organism.

The chloroplasts and other organelles start to break down
and burst open as the plant cells die. The breakdown of
chlorophyll in the chloroplasts means that plant cells lose
their ability to photosynthesise and lose their green colour
and start to undergo the process of senescence, changing
colour through to yellow and brown (think of a banana
ripening). This colour change is a marker of cell death and
scientists think that plants breakdown the compartments in
their cells so that the micro-organisms can no longer survive
inside them or use the cell for their own gain. This type of
plant cell death is called programmed cell death.

Foreign
aphid
proteins




Resource Two
Activities

Activities 1. Below is a diagram of a plant cell. Try to fill in the
remaining seven unlabelled structures and organelles of
the plant cell.

Golgi
apparatus

Mitochondria

Nucleus Ce[/ membrane Ce” wall
Chloroplasts Ribosome Endoplasmic
Vacuole reticulum

2. Match the organelles to their functions. One has been
done for you.

Cell wall Translates RNA into proteins.

Cell membrane Site for Photosynthesis. Absorbs light energy to
make chemical energy by making carbohydrates.

Cytoplasm Contains stored chemicals and toxic compounds
and releases them when the cell needs them.

Nucleus Selective membrane which contains receptors and
controls what molecules enter and leave the cell.

Chloroplasts Maintains cell shape, gives strength and ability to
hold water. Physical barrier against pathogens.

Vacuole Contains DNA. Releases genes which encode for
antibacterial proteins during pathogen attack.

Ribosomes Contains proteins which do reactions such as
enzymes and other signalling molecules.
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Activities 3. [tis an important skill in Biology to be able to measure the
sizes of cells and structures within them as seenin o
microscope. Size and appearance of organelles are two
ways we can tell them apart. Arrange and label the
following plant organelle names, pictures and sizes from
smallest to largest. Remember: Tmm is 1000 times bigger
than Tem. Tem is 1000 times bigger than Tnm.

@) - [ |

1nm 1 pum 1.5 um 2 um 8 um

Ribosome | Vacuole Chloroplast Nucleus Mitochondria

4. Using figure 4, explain why you can see plant chloroplasts
in a light microscope but cannot see the mitochondria
despite them being similar sizes.

5. Use the equation below to work out the actual size of a
plant cell. The plant cell in a photograph measures 1.2 mm
across. If the magnification in the photograph is x100,
what is the actual size of the plant cell?

Actual size = measured size/magnification

Actual size = mm

6. Using picture 5 and the text, state five actions a plant cell
might do when it recognises it has been eaten by an
insect pest or is being attacked by a disease-causing
pathogen. Try to include which organelles are involved
and what the plant hopes to achieve by these actions.



Resource Two
Further Reading

Explore

Independent

research

A activities to complete about plant cells and their
organelles:

https://www.footprints-
science.co.uk/index.php?type=Plant%20and%20animal%20c

ells&section=Section2&info=3

A history of plant disease and how pathogens effect plants:

https://www.britannica.com/science/plant-disease

A How to make your own model plant cell.

https://sciencing.com/make-plant-cell-model-stepbystep-
7724993 .html

A Look under a microscope at plant cell slides, you can
make your own out of an onion, or by cutting a thin slice of
a stem and putting it flat on a microscope slide. Try to
draw the cells and work out the sizes of the cells you can
see using the equation given above using the known
magnification on your microscope.


https://www.footprints-science.co.uk/index.php?type=Plant%20and%20animal%20cells&section=Section2&info=3
https://www.britannica.com/science/plant-disease
https://sciencing.com/make-plant-cell-model-stepbystep-7724993.html

Resource Three
Overview

Topic  Plant tissues and their function

GCSE Modules  Cell specialisation, Principles of organisation, Plant tissues,
Plant organ system.

Objectives  After completing this resource, you should be able to:

V recap how tissues are organised to make up the leaf
organ.

V explain how stomata controls water status of the plant.
V recap xylem and phloem as tissues of the stem.

V explain how aphids cause damage to the leaf tissue
layers.

Instructions 1. Read the data source
2. Complete the activities

3. Explore the further reading




Section A Cells are packed together to form layers. Plant cells may
become specialised cells to adapt them for a given function
depending on where they are located in the plant. Cells with
a common function are grouped together to form tissues.
The leaf is an organ made up of several leaf tissue types
which are all in some way adapted for photosynthesis, which
is the main job of the green leaves of a plant.

On the top and bottom outer surface of a leaf is a waxy
cuticle. This is not a layer of cells but a layer of wax which is
made by the upper and lower epidermis and secreted to
form a new layer. The cuticle wax is waterproof and keeps
the water inside the plant, it is also reflective, so it allows light
to pass through into the leaf to reach the cells. As it is the
outermost layer of the leaf it is the first boundary that insects
and pathogens come into contact with and is considered to
be a protective layer for the plant. Some plants have waxy
surfaces which are slippery so insects may fall off.

The upper and lower epidermis are found on the upper and
lower parts of the leaf beneath the secreted wax cuticle.
These are the layers you would see if you looked at either of
the top or bottom surface of a leaf under a microscope. The
two epidermal layers form a barrier to stop pathogen entry
on either side of the leaf but again still allow light to pass
through for photosynthesis.

chloroplasts waxy cuticle upper epidermis
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Resource Three
Data Source

Figure 7

Stomata

Both the upper and lower epidermis contain stomata
(singular — stoma) which are small holes which allow CO2 and
02 in and out of the leaf. The lower epidermis has many more
stomata than the upper surface and the stomata are
surrounded by two guard cells which are specialised cells
shaped like kidney beans. The level of water in the guard
cells (called turgor) determines whether the guard cells are
stretched (full of water which opens the hole) or flaccid
(closes the hole). The cell wall of guard cells are thicker on the
inside restricting the movement at the stoma and when full of
water the outer walls bend outwards because the cell wall is
thinner and more flexible. The stomata are used by plants to
control the amount of water lost as water vapour to the
environment which also drives more water up the stem to the
leaves, from the roots. When plants experience drought and
the guard cells are flaccid the holes remain closed to
conserve water. In the day when plants are
photosynthesising the holes are open to allow for gas
exchange, and they close at night when there is no light

available for photosynthesis.




Section B
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On the top surface, underneath the upper epidermis are the
palisade mesophyll cells. These are stacked upright in a
single layer and packed full of chloroplasts to maximize
photosynthesis. These cells are positioned to capture the
most light and contain more chloroplasts in their cells to
convert CO2 to carbohydrates.

In the centre of the leaf are the spongy mesophyll cells which
are packed loosely to allow more surface area for CO2 to
move into cells and O2 produced by photosynthesis to move
out. The air spaces allow gas to flow out of the stomata and
into the atmosphere. The centre of the leaf contains vascular
tissue composed of xylem and phloem. The vasculature of
the leaf ensures that the leaf receives water and nutrients
from the roots via the stem, and that the sugars made by the
leaf are transported to other tissues of the plant.

The stem is an organ specialised for transport. It is made up
of xylem and phloem vascular tissue. Xylem vessels transport
water and absorbed minerals via the transpiration stream
from the roots up the stem and into the veins of the leaf.
Transport through the xylem is considered to be one
directional starting at the roots and providing a water source
to photosynthetic tissue such as leaves. Xylem vessels are
slotted on top of each other to form a tube with the ends of
walls removed to form a continuous channel. They are
adapted to carry large amounts of water and when mature
are dead cells.

one-way only —

waterand .
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Xylem vessels do not contain a nucleus so that they have
more cytoplasmic space available to carry water. Like other
plant cells they have a primary cell wall, but xylem tissue also
has an extra layer called the secondary cell wall. The
secondary cell wall is composed of lignin which provides
extra thickening and mechanical strength to the stem which
has to both support the whole plant upright and has the
pressure of carrying large amounts of water. Lignin is what
gives tree bark the brown appearance and in trees
secondary cell walls are added every year to give the rings
which can be seen on a tree stump.

Phloem is arranged next to the xylem and runs inside the
stem. Phloem tissue transports dissolved sugars, amino acids
and hormones around the plant. Sugars made by the leaf
must be transported to other areas of the plant, which may
not photosynthesise but still require energy. The plant may
also need to transport sugar and amino acids to new leaves,
which are growing and not yet able to photosynthesise.
Therefore, phloem tissue moves molecules in both directions,
both down to the roots and up to new leaves and flowers.
This process is called translocation, movement of molecules
from where they are made to another tissue, where they are
needed for growth and repair. Phloem tissue is living, the cells
contain nuclei and have walls between each stacked cell
which have holes like a sieve to allow selected molecules to
move between cells.




Activities 1. Identify and label the cell types and structures in this thin
slice through a real leaf.

2. Explain the functions of each tissue type and how each of
the following tissue types are adapted for their functions:

A Waxy cuticle -

A Upper epidermis -

A Guard cells -

A Palisade mesophyll cells —
A Spongy mesophyll cells —

3. Use figure 6 and the text to draw a diagram of the leaf
with its different layers using a pencil. Leave some space
at the top of your drawing as you will be adding to it.

4. An aphid is a pest which uses its stylet mouthpiece to
penetrate a leaf and navigate to the phloem to feed on
sugar (see resource 1) . Below is an aphid and an image of
its needle-like stylet. Draw an aphid on the surface of
your leaf. Draw where its stylet would need to stab into
and where it would need to go. Think about the different
cell layers it needs to penetrate. You may need to rub out
some of your drawing to make way for the insect’s stylet.

L)
Stylet
stylet . ¥



Resource Three
Activities

Activities 4. Fillin the gaps in the text below about the xylem and

phloem tissues in the stem.

(000000000000
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The carries water and from the
to the leaves and is described as being

. The water flows via the

stream. The cell walls are toughened by and
the vessels are and to water.
The carries sugars and acids around the

plant. The process of moving food substances around the
plantis called . Phloem vessels are
and move substances from tissues which make it called the
to tissues that need it, called the
Sink, phloem, dead, living, amino, impermeable, roots,

lignin, translocation, minerals, transpiration, source, xylem,
uni- directional.



Resource Three
Further Reading

Explore

Independent

research

Take a daffodil or white chrysanthemum flower. Place it on a
cutting tile and use a scalpel to cut down the middle of the
stem longitudinally until you are about 10cm from where the
flower starts. (You will need a teacher with you for safety
reasons). Stand each half of the stem in a test tube in a rack
and secure it with a clamp stand/elastic band. Get two
different food colourings (blue and red work well). A type
called Kopykake works the best. Add a small amount of
colouring to water in each test tube. Observe the flower for
the next 24 hours. You will see how the water moves from the
bottom of the stem up the xylem to dye the flowers.

A how leaves are adapted for different climates.

https://www.mrgscience.com/yr?-topic-5-plant-structure-
and-photosynthesis.html

A revision on xylem and phloem.

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/quides/zps82hv/revision/1

A quiz about xylem and phloem.

https://www.educationguizzes.com/gcse/biology/unit-3-
xylem-and-phloem

A further information about phloem cells.

https://moodle.beverlevhigh.net/mod/resource/view.php?id
=6100

A video about transport in plants

https://www.stem.org.uk/resources/elibrary/resource/35131
plant-transport



https://www.mrgscience.com/yr9-topic-5-plant-structure-and-photosynthesis.html
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zps82hv/revision/1
https://www.educationquizzes.com/gcse/biology/unit-3-xylem-and-phloem/
https://moodle.beverleyhigh.net/mod/resource/view.php?id=6100
https://www.stem.org.uk/resources/elibrary/resource/35131/plant-transport

Resource Four i\RBC j
Overview

Topic  Plant defence

GCSE Modules  Cell specialisation. Plant tissues. Communicable diseases.
Detection and identification of plant diseases. Plant defence
responses.

Objectives  After completing this resource, you should be able to:

V recognise that pathogens and pests have their own
methods to avoid or deal with plant defences

V recognise that plants have different susceptibility to
different pests and pathogens.

V recognise that symptoms can be visible and we can
measure them to tell us how badly a plant has been
affected by a disease.

Instructions 1. Read the data source
2. Complete the activities
3. Explore the further reading




Resource Four
Data Source

Section A Pgthogens can directly cause damage or enter a plant
Pathogens and pests through a wound on the plant surface. Pests like insects or
larger herbivores such as grazing sheep, goats and cows
also eat plants and plants have many types of defences to

repel them or kill these types of organismes.

Figure 10

Pathogen and pest
examples

sectionB  vou have already learnt about some of the physical barriers

Physical barriers  that plants have to protect against attack.

A The cuticle is the waxy outer layer which is thickened in
some exotic plants both to help with less water loss
through transpiration and to provide a thicker covering
against insects.

A The cell wall made of cellulose is another obstacle for the
challenging pathogen to pass. In trees, the xylem tissue of
the stem secretes a secondary cell wall made of tough
material called lignin. These thickened cell walls make the
bark of the tree, which is added to each year to form rings
and gives the trees more added layers of protection
against insects and pathogens.

A The cell membrane around the epidermal cells facing the
outside of a leaf also limits what can come in and out of
the cells by forming a selective membrane.

A The stomata of leaves can be controlled by the plant
when water is plentiful or scarce, by changing the amount
of water in guard cells, which changes their shapes and
consequently, the hole in between the cells widens or
shrinks. Plants can also close their stomata when
pathogens are detected, to stop them from using the
holes as a gateway to penetrate into the cells below.



Resource Four
Data Source

Figure

Trichomes visible on a
plant

Some exotic plants such as the pitcher plant or venus fly
traps have extreme ways to control insects and actually prey
on them so are called carnivorous plants. Pitcher plants
attract insects with sweet-smelling nectars, trapping them in
their very thick, waxy cuticle and then letting them fall into @
sack full of digestive fluid to be degraded.

Plants have specific structures or modified cells which aid
them in defence. Some plants have hairs on the surface of
leaves called trichomes which are extensions of the
epidermal cells which can be made up of a single cell or a
collection of cells which are specialised for insect and
pathogen defence. The trichome barrier looks like a furry
layer made up of stiff hairs which forms a physical barrier for
small organisms such as fungi and flies which cannot get
through it.
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Trichomes can also be glandular, which means they are able
to produce and secrete chemicals. Trichomes of the tomato
plant can produce sticky substances which can trap
organisms. Some other plants can make toxic substances to
repel organisms. Some chemicals made by the trichome,
once ingested by an organism can slow their growth or stop
the next phase of their lifecycle, making them weaker, less
able to further attack the plant and more likely to become
diseased or eaten by an organism which preys on them.
Plants are also able to recognise when a pathogen is
attacking them and can make new leaves with more
trichomes on them for more defence.
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Nettles are another example of a plant which contain
trichomes on their leaves and stems. When nettles sense
movement the tip of the trichome easily falls away to reveal
a needle structure which can penetrate into a nearby
organism or herbivore and release weakly acidic chemicals
to cause a sting. This is a good example of a plant defence
strategy which also repels the human hand.

Other modified structures which provide physical defence



